WILLIAM PENN
[Born 1644. Quaker and founder of Pennsylvania. Educated at
Christ Church, Oxford, where he became a Quaker and was in con-
sequence expelled from the University. For attacking the doctrines
of the Trinity, the Atonement and Justification by Faith, he was
imprisoned in'the Tower in 1668, where he wrote No Cross, No Crown.
He was again imprisoned for preaching in 1671 and used his enforced
leisure to write ihe Great Cause of Liberty of Conscience, an able defence
of religious toleration. In 1681 he was granted the territory now
forming the State of Pennsylvania by Charles n, and he determined
to found there a community based upon the principles of toleration.
But his kter years were embittered by troubles in Pennsylvania, and
by the dishonesty of one of his agents, who nearly ruined him and who
was the cause of his being imprisoned for debt. He died soon after
his release in 1718.]
W
ILLIAM PENN was the eldest son of Sir William
Perm, Knight, Admirall both of the English Navy
before the Restauration of the King, and commanded
as Captain-Generall under the Duke of York in 1665 against
the Dutch Fleet. His father was a very good man, but no
Quaker; was very much against his sonne.
He was mighty lively but with Innocence, and extremely
tender tinder rebuke; and very early delighted in retirement;
much given to reading and meditating of the Scriptures, and
at 14 had marked over the Bible. Oftentimes at 13 or 14 in his
meditations ravisht with joy, and dissolved into teares.
The first Sense he had of God was when he was 11 yeares
old at Chigwell, being retired in a chamber alone; he was
so suddenly surprized with an inward comfort and (as he
thought) an esternall glory in the roome that he has many
times sayd that from thence he had the Seale of divinity and
Immortality, that there was a God and that the Soule of man
was capable of enjoying his divine communications. His
schoolmaster was not of his Perswasion.
About the Plague, growing entirely solitary, was employed
by his father in a Journey into Ireland to the Duke of Ormond's
court: the diversions of which not being able to keepe downe
the stronger motions of his Soule to a more religious and
retired life, upon the hearing of one Thomas Lowe, a Trades-

